tntg-Niutl) Congress.

Speech of Mr. Cass.
OF MICHIGAN,

In the Senate, March 30, 1346—On the resolutions giving
nutice to Great Britain of the abrogation of the coven-
tion of joint vccupancy of the Oregon territory.

{Conciuded from our last.)

As to the alleged want of Executive confidence in the |

chairman of the Committee ou Foreign Relations, [ hard'y
know how tr speak of it becomingly, when urged in this
congexion, Were the fact w0, it would seem very sirange
1o me, and | should think the President very badly sdvised,
to withhold s proper confidence from one of bis truest and
most efficient friends upon this floor, and one too, who,
from his position at the head of a most important commite
tee. was officially entitled to it

No one who has witnéssed the energy, the talent, and the
promptitude of the honorable chairman, can doubt the ser-

vice he hos iendesed this sdministration, nor the confilence
he deserves—a confidence, indeed, demanded more for the
sake of the public interest than for his own sake.

But, sir, I bave reason to know that the senator from |
North Carolina is in ervor in all this; that this deduction |
frum extrinsic circumstances is but another proof that tiuih |
is not always attained when svought by iodirce: and remole
facts. 1 have reason to know that the chaiiman of the |
Committee on Foreign Relations communicates freely with |
the Presilent, and enjoys his confidence.

Ard what proof of estrangement between these ligh
functionaiies 15 furnished by the honorable senator fiom
North Cazolina 7 Why, thus stands ihe cate: The honora-
ble chajrman s'ated that the opinions of the Piesident had
undeigone no change ; but being wterrogated npon the sub-
jeet, he answered, that the records, and the records alone,
were the sources of infoymation.

It seems to me it would better become our position if we all
pought the views of the Piesident, so far a3 we ougzht lo seek
them, in the same authenlic documents. 1t woald sive a
world of unprofitable conjecture. Now, «ir, what does all
thit amount tv? Why, to this: the President told the sona-
tor from Ohio pe more as to his future course, than he told
the country and Congress in Lis message. It would be
strange if he had. Tne avowai of a line of policy when
the pioper circumstances aie before him, is the daty of a
sound and practieal statesmin. But I should much doabt the
wisdom of the Chief Magistrate of a great country who shuall
sit down to speculate upon future and remote contingepcies
alfectiog the public welfare, wilh a view even to the deci-
sion upon his own course, and still less with a view to 1i's
annuncialion 10 the world.

Let me, then, ask the senator, il h2 thinks it is the duty
of the chairman of the commitiee on Foreign Relations 10 )
pot gratuilous questions to the President, in oider that he |
may be able to come here and deciare what the Execative |
will do in such and such s contingency, which may never |
happen; or waich, if it do happen, may bring with it cir-
cumstances that may change the whole aspeet of the gues-
tion 7 But 1 forbear, sir. 1 consider it unnecessary to puisue
this question further.

A considemble portion of the argument of the senator
from North Carolina was devoted 1o prove that the message
of the President did not justify these anticipations of war,
which it apprars 10 mysell and other senators 1o do. Not |
that he calied in question the natural tendency of the mea-
sures recommended by the Piesident, nor the fair construe-
tivn of his language, but he controlled these by the extnn«ic |
facts to which I bhave adverted. 1 shall say nothing more
upon this subjeet, but I shall fortify my own opinion by the
views of other members of this body, who are entitled to
more weight than | am.

The honorable senator from South Carolina said “ that the
recommendation in the message is fornded upin the convice
tion that there is no hope of compromise of the dificnlties
growing out of the President’s message is too clear to admil
of any doubt.”

Afrer some further remarks, showing the opinions enter-
tained of the dangers of war, he adds: “ Entertaining these
opinions, we were compelled lo oppise notice, because it
wag necessary to prevent an appeil to arms, and insure the
peaceful setilement of the question.”

And the senator from Maryland said: * We have all felt, |
Mr. President, that at one time, at least—I trust that time |
is past—the nation was in imminent danger. From the
mament that the President of the United States deemed it |
right and becoming in the very outset of his official careers, |
to announce to the world that the title to the porthwest ter- |
ritory was clear and indisputable, down to his message in |
December last, I could not see how war was to be averted.” |

And the honorable senator from Louisiana, in his speech
vesterday, advanced the same opinion epon the subject, |

And the senator from Georgia also expressed the convie- |
tion that * this recolation, based as it is on the President’s 1
message, is a distinct intimation to Great Britain that this
matter must be seftled, and in a manper acceptalile to us, or |
that at the expiration of that time we will take forcible pos-
sesion of the whole couniry,” which of cource means war.

And be adds that “ the senator from North Carolina tells
us that the President is waiting at the open door of his cabi-
pet, ready to adjust this contioversy, and to preserve the |
peace of the countiy " “ Bir,”” he adds, “ even with the aid
of the senator’s optics, [ cannot see him there.” And he
adds also, if these things weie so, reflening to the views of
the senator from North Carolina, respecting the President’s |
message, * I should be sorry to do 50.” And | fully concur |
with him i the sentiment. |

Now, sir, I shall not thiusl mysell into this dispute

)

|

+ Non nostrum inte r vos tantas componare lites.”

Duzing the progress of this discussion the blessings of
peace and the horrors of war have been frequently presented
to us with the force of truth, and sometimes with the fer-
vency of an excited imagination. I have listened attentively
to all this, thouzh much of it I remember 10 have heard
thirty-five years agn. But [ beg honorable senators to recol-
Jeet, that upon this side of the chamber, we have interests,
and families, and homes, and a country, as weil as they |
have; and that we are as little disposed to biing war upon |
our native land, unneces=arily, as they can be. That some
of us know by experience, all of us by reading and reflec- |
tion, the calamities, moral and physical, that war brings in
ils train. Aond we appreciate the blessings of peace with a
conviction as deep and as steadfast. And no one desizes its
conlisuince more emnestly than I do. Dat all this leaves
untouched the only real subjsct of inguiry. That is not
whether peace is a blessing and war a cuise; bul whether
pesce can be preserved, and war avoided, consistently with
the honor and nterest of the countiy. Thit question may
enme up for solution 3 and if it does, it mus<t be mel by each |
one of ws with a fall sense of its abiding importance, and of
his own vesponsidility. I suppose there is not a gentleman
in this body who wi!l not say, that cases may occur, even in
this stage of the world, which may drive this countiy to the
extreme remedy of war, rather than she shoul! submit ta
arrogant and unpeasonable demands, or to direct altacks apon
our 1ights and independence—!ike impiessment, or the seaich
of our ships, er*various other acts, by which pawer is pro-
cured and maiotained over the timid and the weak. The
true przetical question for 2 nation is not the cost of war,
whether measured by dollars, or by danzers, or by disasters,
but whether war can be honorably avoidfe!; and that ques- |
tion each person having the power of determination musl
determine for himself, when the case is presentel. Good
men, sir, may indulge in day-dreams upon this subjeet, but
be who looks upon the world as it has been, a8 it i, aed as|
it is likely to be, mist sce thit the moral eon<titatin of
man has undergone little change; and that interests and
passions opeinie not less wpon communities than they did
when the law of publie might was the Jaw of pudlie right
more openly avowed than now. Cestainly a heaithful publie
opinion exerts a stongor influence over the world than at

|

]

any former period of its hictory. Governments are mose or |
Jess restiained by it, and a!l feel the effects of it. Mistresses,

and favorites, and minions, no longer dvive nations to war,
nor are mere quest'ons of etiquet’e among the avowed causes
of hostilities. 1t i¢ vot probable that a people will ever be
sgrio overcome, because a stalesman may cousult his vacity
rather than his taste in the choice of his pictures, nor that
the sta'e of Europe will be changed bocause a lady’s silk
gown may be spuiled by 2 cup of tea. Humanily has grined
sumething—/lct us hope it will gain more. Quoestions of war
are passing from cabinets to the people.

for there is not & government in Christerd 'm which wou'd
dare to 1ush into war, suless that measuie were sanctioned
by the state of public feeling. Still, let us not deeeive our-
selves. Let us not yet convert our swoids into plowghst.ares,

Bor our spears into procing- hooks, nor negzlect the masilime |

and military defences of the country, lulled by the syren
sonz of peace, peace, when there may be no peace. [ am
afraid we have not grown so much wiser and betier than
onr fathers, a< many people suppose. 1 do not discern upon
the hosizon of the [uture the fust diwn of the millenium.
The eagle and the jivca will not always lie down in peace
tagether. Nations are yet subject to human passions, and
ste luo often their victims. The gzovernment which should
say, | will pot defend myself by force, wou!ld scon have
pothing to defend. An honorable senstor quoted a remaik 1
made some lime since—1 will uot say with a sneer, but with
an appearance of disapprobation—that it was better to de-
feud the first inch of national territory than the last. Does
the bonorabie senator believe in the converse of this propo-
sition 7 — that it is better to defend the last ineh of territory
than the fust 7 If he does, I sioeeiely tiust, as well for his
own sake as for the sake of his couniry, that he may never
be driven 1o correct bis error in the schoul of experience.
What, however, the senator from New Jersey did not do, the
sepalor from Noith Carolina bas done.  He sneers at ferri-
forial ax well as palriotic inches ; he means a “ Jine in sub-
stance. nol every inch.” *“I do pot measure my own or other
people’s patriotism by the inch™ How oune’s Amesican
blood boils at the thouzht of ceding inches.” He does not
tell us by what standard he would measare the soil of tha
republic, or the patriotism of her people. It is evident he
# does not believe that wise old saying, * Give a man on ineh,
and he will tuke an ¢ll.” Give a nation a small strip, and
it will take a larger one. To stlempt 18 puichase safety by
concession, is to build 2 bridge of gild, vot for a retreating,
but for an advanciag enemy. Natious are like the daughters
of the horse-leech 3 they ciy, “give, give.,” It is idle, sir,
fu array ourselves sgiinst the powesful in<tincts of humao
natare 3 and be who is dead to their bnfluence will find as
litile sympathy in this age of the woild as he would have
dine bad be lived in the ages that are prssed.  If we sutfer
degiaded, to be despoiled

good name and our rights, under the pretext that wa

i wawuithy of us or onr time, we shall find oniselves in the
decrepi'ude of age befv.e we bhave passed ihe period of

A great deal has been said in England, and pot a little in
the United States, respecting our graspiog propensity in de-
manding the whole of Oreg

| worth the price of such a contest?
| gorged with possessions, hoth continental and insular, over-

| proposition 15 enanciated with characteiistic coolness, and

{ same time ace enough for the purposes of sggrandizement.

{ ful and disputed clzim, and hold on in America 1o what we

{ doubt a perpetusl—portion of our confederacy, will be, in

| vices lefll two mizhty armies almost within sight of each

| which would be rilent and usobirmsive, and secks
everywhere else thiough the world, that they may be talk-

If they are dis- |
cussed in seere!, they are also discussed before the ‘l".‘lid.l

beam. Peimit me to turn to the other side of this picture.
1 scknowledge the moral obligation of governments 1o aveid

not eall Bagland the phatisee of nations, but | will say that she
does not hide the light of her own good deeds under 3 bushel.
The ocesn scarcely beats upon a shore withio sight of which
ber g is not seen, and withia scund of which her diom is
nut beard. And yet her moderstion is proclsimed, and «ften
wilh the sound of her cannon, fiom one end of the civiiized
world 1o the other. She is no! like other nations, and least
of all, like that greut grasping mobocracy of the west, * 1
thank God,” s:id the phaiisee of old, “ that 1 am not as
other men are.” Now the chapter of accidents bas turned
up favorably for England, if she will accepl the opportuniiy
'afforded. No mun in this couulry wanls war—u/lraists po
more than comprom sisis, il | may vse terms justilied by the

war, where higher oligitions do not diive them to it. T will |

~r-

of the countey. He said it was all ours, and that our Litls
{o il was mafnlained by irrefragitle facls and argumon’s ;
and be said, also, that at the end of the year, the tempaiary
measures, which 3 rezant 1o treaty stipulations atowed us
to adopt at this time, must be abandoned, and our jusisdic-
tion over the whole country established ard maintained.
Sach weie, in effeet, the views sabmitted to us by the Chiel
| Magist ate of the pation, in the discharge of a solema duty,
committed tohin by the copstitution.

One wonld think here were elements enough of treuble
to engage the atlention of the nationsl legisliture, and to
levmmand its immediate activn. If the ship of state wese to
| be steered by the chart thus prepared by the pilot, cithes
| Grest Britaio must turn from ber course, or we must meet
i ber. There was no other alternative. She must guinsay
much she bad said. She must relinquish much she had

being paralyzed by deficieut resources, They are to be
foumd iu the spirit and patriotismy of our people; in the
common interest they feel in a government estibli-hed by
them, and respousible to them; in the system of private
ciedit which almost makes put ef our lsstitutions, and
wlhich often separales by wile intervals the peichase and
the payment; io Lhe abundance and cheapness of the neces-
saries of Lfe, and in the mifitary ardor which stimulates cur
young men aud sends them to the standard of their countsy.
No modein Cimsus, be be a King of financiers, or o finascier
of Kings, bol's in bis bands the action of this government.
But even in Europe, a decisive expesiment bas shown that
the exeitions of 3 naton are not 1o be erippled by a erippled
tcasmy. One of the great erors of My, Pitt arose from
bis belief, that as the French resouices and credit were de=
ranged and almost destroyed, therefore France was incapable

cccasion. The exireme paitisan of decisive measu.es asks |claimed. She must coucede much she hal denicd. Xhe |of the necessary efforts to defend herselfl against the formi-

nothing but the whole of Orcgon,

will become as meek us the latest professor of humility who |

| writes homilies wpen national moderation for the London
Times. Now,sir, let Evglind sbandon her pretensions, and
| 811 these disasters, the ¢ msequences of war, which sie fore-
told—and I do not ¢oulit many of them justly fureiold—will

ive way, and exist only in the memory of this debite,
I'bere is no condition of things, furescen by any man, pallic
or piivate, in this country, which ean give 1o Engiand a
better line than 49°. ‘The eovuniry morth of that line is
therefoie al! she could gain by a contest, which is to involve
the feaifal consequences predicled to Loth countries ; which
during its progress, it is said, will Biing nation after nalin
wilhin the sphere of its operation, and which is finally to
commit ta the decision of the sword the great question of
fice government throughout the woild, by placiog in its
path the antagosnistic principle, that ihe many shou!d be gov-
crned by the few. Whar, then, would England surrender
to preserve the peace of the world, and thus give the first
practical proof of moderation to be found in the long annals
of ker history ? 1 agree fully with thé honoralie senator
from Missouri, [Mr, Atchison.] (hat if Eagland wouold ac-
know ledge our 1izhis, and withdraw ner opposition to them,
and shouid then ask a better access (o the ocean for her inte-
vior tereitosies, 1 wou'!d grant it without hesitalion, as a
faver, upon the most ressonuble consideration. If this
should be done, she would bave leflt sbhount three hundied
mites of coast 1o fight forg and I will retuin the question of
the gentleman from Maioe, awd ask if this stip of land is
England is alieady

run, almost averinaded, with subjects of all castes, colors, and
eonditions

The
latest Mornicg Cluoniele 1 bave scen, one of last month—
and that paper is the whig oigan of England—says, and the

with as much apparent candur as if it were exiraeted frem
the Intest tieatise on public morals, “ we can never grvern
India 20 well as we might until we possess the whele of i1,
A eongenial sentiment is qutle as much at home in every
Engiish breast, that America would be much botter goveined
than it is, if England possessed the whole of it.

Let the Brinszh governmenl now say (wo wars at the

We will not encousnter 2 thud—we will give up thic doubt-

have got—we will do so much for prace, Lot her do this,
and 1, for one, will say, will dome. You begin to praciie
thongzh upon a small s=ale, as you preveh. And why notdo
sof This territury is separated by an ocean and a conti-
nent from England, She cannot long hold it. if she should
gain it. I mean long compared with the life of natione 3|
whereas it joins us, jutsrvenes between us and our commu-
nication with the Pacifie, will form an integral—I do not

titne, & necessary outlet for our po,ﬂuhliau_. and presents all
those elements of eontiguity and of position which indicate
aud invite polifical unions,

{ imminent danger
At this veiy moment she is wagivg two wars of |
Laggrandizement—one for commercial picjects spon the La
| Plata, and the other fur 2 new empire upon the Indos,

her steps in the face of the woi ld, snd lower hersell in her
own eslimation, 1 did oot say she would not do all this. Tdo
no! say so now. Bat lovking to her history, to her position,
and to the motives of human conduct—as these operaie upon
, communities a5 well as infividuals—I had great difficuliy in
| believing that she would do it, and 1 said 20. And there was
{ yet another element of unceitainty, combived with all these
!causes of embacrassment, and thal was the doubt, if she
' came to the parallel of 49 deg., whether she would find our
grovernment ready to come back 1o the same hine. 1 know
i nolhing of the in‘entions of cither goveinment mpom that
subject. [ cannot speak authoritatively, snd therefore 1 do
rnot undertake 1o speak at all. I know as lLitile as any one
in this room, be he actor or spectator in the scene that js
passing, whether the effer would be secepted if repeated,
or whether it would be repeated if demanded. Al 1 know
i®, that as the basis of an amicable adjustment, that time,
which, while it mends soma thinzs mass otheis, is every day
incressing the difliculty of its establishment ; snd that, as a
meats of terminating (his controversy ., | believe the guestion
is sapidly passing from the contrel of the goveinment Lo the
continl of public opinion.

Under these circumstances [ introduced resclutions of in-
quity into the nccessity of adopting measures for the defenct
| of the country, and, on the 16th of December, I advocated
their adoption and explained my views, of which | have now
1roubled the Senate with a bricf summary, and to which the
honnrable Senator says he listened with “dismay and
alarm ® “Dismay and alaren™ at propositions for defence,
when the geutleman himself says that “the pation was in
" When “he could not sce how it was
possibhle war was to be aveided.”™ For it will be observed,
they were subsequent cireumstances, sub-egnent by some
weeks, which removed thi< imprrssion of the danger of war
made by the President®s inaugural addiess, and by bis mnese
sage at the commencement of the session. ‘They were the
speeches of the Senators from Missouri and New Youk, ard
especially the speech tecently delivered by the Senator fiom
N. Carotinn. For mysell I did not hear one word fall fiom the
Senatars fiom Missonit and New York, so far as [ iceoliect,
in which I did not fully evnenur. The former, besides the
authority which lonz expeiience, hizh talents, and gieat ser-
vices to his courtry and his party, give to all be says, hete
and el<ewhere, undersiands this whele subject betier peihaps
than auy man in the nation. And we all have borne our
tiibute of gratification to the able and statesmanlike ex;osi-
tion of the matter given by the Senstor fiom New Yok, |
did not understand either of these Senators as aliuding to The
ulterior course of the Piesydent, or secking 10 eXvess any
opinion respecting the result of this controversy. And [ will
a‘k the Senator from Maryland whether, upn a grave ques-

[ tion like this, it is not safer and wiser to deduce the views

of the President from two publie and solemn documents,
spreading before his country his opinions and foreshatowing
his conrse, rathet than from the consiruction given them by
others, and resting upon what is called aets of omission and
of commission ?

It is not a little eurious, but it is pevertheless true, that
during the discnssions brought out by my resulutions, gen-

But it has been said and resaid, in the Senate and out of
it, that two great nations cannrot go to war. And why can-
not 1wo greal nations go to war against one another, as well |
as lwo great nations combine against a small one. Ko fur as

{ honor contemns a disparity of force, the former would be

much more honorable than the latter.

What is going on in the La Plata, where Franee and Eng- |
land have sent their united flects and armies agaiust the |
Arzentine republiz, and where the echoes of their eannon
are ascending the Parana and its vast tridutasies, till they
are lost in the gorzes of the Andes ?

There can be no warin this enlightened age of the world!
What, then, is pas<sing in Aliica, where one huadied thou-
sand Christian bayonets have diiven the Arad from his
home, and are pursuirg him into the desert, the rcfuge of
the turban sinee the days of the patriarchs ?

What is passing upon the shores of the Euxine, where the
Cossack has left his native plains and, at the eall of Russia, |
is ascending the ridges of the Caucasus to subduoe its indig-
enous races, and to substitute the mild rule of the Museve
vite for Lheir own patriarchal form of gonveromeut—idepen-
dence upon the Czar for dependence upon themselves 7

And what is pas<ing in the Punjrub, where the last ad-

]

other, after having fought a great batile of Hindoo embition
agrinst English moderation 2

And how long since an enlighlened government, p2r er.
cellence, broke the banier of Chinese power, which has so
long insulated a vast empire, and scattered dismay and death
along its coasts, becanse iis rulera had interdicted the sale
of opiom, a druog equally destructive to the moral facultics
and to the physical powers of man ? The Tartar passed the
greal wall, and planted his horse tails upon the tower of
Pekin. He then became a Chinese, and the empire wenl on
as before. Dut the Englishmaun, with bis canoon balls and
hit opium, has inlioduced an inosvation into the hahits and
condition of one-thisd pait of the human iace, which may
fatally aiffect its future prosperity.

And how long is it since an English army passed the gates
of Asia, and, ascending the table-land of that coulinent, if
it kad not been annihilated by a senes of disasters which
have few parallels in modern warfare, might have reversed
the march of Alexander, and reached the Mediterrancan by
Nineveh, and Babylon, and Jerusalem ?

And only five short years have elapsed since Chiistian
cannon were heard in the mountains of Lebanon, and their
bombs exploded among the bioken monuments of Sidon.

In this brief view and review of pendinz and recent wars,
1 4o not advert 1o the hostilities going on amang some of the
states of Spanish origin uwpon this comtinent, in Hayii, in
Southern Afiica, upon the fionliers of the eslony ut the
Cape of Good Hepe, in Madagscar, and in various islands of
the Eastern ccean, hecause these are =mall wars, and some
of them are wazed by civilized nations azainst barbaruuns
tribes, and hard!y worthy of stiention in these days of phi-
lanthropy—of that philanthropy which negleets objects of
misery st horae, whether in Eogland or Ireland, the relief of
them

ed of and exhibited as proofs of benevolence—which, as an
emment French writer says, overlooks the wants of our
neighbor, but zoes to the north pole on a erusade of charity !
which has an innate horror at the very idea of blaek slave-
ry. but looks calmly and philossphically, and with no bow-
els of compassion ner compunctions of 1emorse vpin while
slavery, and brown slavery, amounfing to millions upon mil-
liong in Russia, and in the Koglish possescions o fudis snd
elsewhere, because, forscoth, this seivitude is not in the
United States, and neither cotton vor sugar will be affected
by it.

These, and the Belgian war, and the Spanish war, and
the Greek wai, are events of bul yesterday, yet sounding in
our ea1s, and dwelling upon our tongues. And 1 mizht go
on with these proaf< and illustsations of the pugnasinus dis-
position of the world Lill your patience and mine were ex-
hausted,

Why, sir, if England had a temple of Janus, a8 Rome had
of old, it would be as seldom shut as was that of her impe-
rial prototype.  The fiest fifteen years of this very ecentu:y
were pearly all passed in the greatest war known perhaps in
the annals of mankind ; and there are Senators in this body,
Land | am smang the number,who were born at the elose of one
| war with England, and have lived theough ano'her, and who
| are perhaps destined 1o witness a third, And yet zealous
but il-judsing men would 11y 10 induce us to cast by our
armor, and lay open our coontry, because forsooth the age is
oo enlightened to tolerate war. I am afraid we are not as
good as these peace men, af all sacrifices, persuade themselves
and allempl o persuade olhers,

But, sir, lo advert 1o another topie, T perceive—and I am
hapry lo find it so—that there has been a nearer union of
seilimrnt on one bianch of this subject bhetween the honor-
able Senator from Maryland and myself than 1 had suppos-
led. Al 1 regiet is, that he had rot avowed his apiniun ear-
lier in the session; for 1 should have felt myself greatly
encouraged in my course by the identity of our views re-
specting the danger of the country. The honorable geutle-
man says: “We all have felt at one time, at Jeast—I truast,
that that time i: past—ihe nation was in infminent danger of
war.” Fiom the moment the President of the United States
deemed it right and becoming, in the very outset of his offi-
cial eareer, to announce to the woild that the title of the
United States to the northwest territory was clearand indis-
puiable, down to the peried of his message in December,
when he :citerated the assertion, I could pot see how it was
possible war was to be averted.” *“] cuuld not but listen
with dismay and alarm st what fell from the distinguished
Senator from Michigsn at an early period of this session.”

Now, sir, | have not the slightest wish to misinterpret the
sentiments of the Senator from Maryland; but [ frankly
confess § do not understand how, with the opinion he ex-
pres<es, that war was unavoidable, any remaiks of mine
¢ould have been thus characterized. I am well sware, in-
deed, that they came like a bomb-shell into a powder maga-
zine. Dut why, I have yet to learn. Like the honorable
Senator from Maryland, the momen! [ resd the President’s
message, | saw, to my own convietin at Jeast, that our re-
lations with England were in a critical situation ; and that
a tezard to our daty, as representatives and sentine's of the

tioned to the danger, whatever that might be. The Presi-
dent, with » due regaid to his own respousibility, as well as
10 the just expectations of his countrymen, spread before us,
not oniy his own views an ! recommendations, but the whole
diplomatic correspondence which has passed between the two
goveinments, on the subject of Oregon, Well, we all saw
there was a dead halt in the march of the negotiations, The
President told us, in cffect, they were closed. 1 am not, sir,
very tenacious 38 lo the woid. 1 do not artach that impor-
tance, in fact, to the eonditivn itsell, which the Senator from
Nosth Carcliva appears to do, 1 s willing to eall itelosed,
or terminated, or suspended, or, in the eculive phiase,
‘dropped.” ANl I wish 1o shaw is. that nothing is going on.
Why the banorable Senator from North Carolina dwelt with
rarnestness upon this point, 1 do not comprehend, unless, in-
deed, he supposed that il the intions, were closed, they
had closed forever, beyond (he reach of the parties. If such
were his views, I do nut partake them. 1 tiust no tion
of more etiquette will keep the parties separated,
ciicumstances should indicate they m
er. “Such a course of action, or
the of the
be, the President said

| of expressing their entire concurrence

Lin fu!l before us,

people, required us to take measures of precaution, propor= 1

tlemen on the other side of the Senate took the opportunity
in Lthe views and
conrze of the President, and avowed their gratification at the
executive «tatements aud reeommendations., Thougzh a con-
depsed narrative of the negoliations accompanied the mes-
sage and formed the groond-work of the suzgestions sub-
mitted to us, and thongh the correspondence was spread out
What is now thowght upon this subject on
the other side of the chamber it needs not that [ should rell,
The views there expressed are as uneguivocal as they are
enndemnatory. “We all have fell,” says the Senator from
Maryland, “that war was imminent,” and still more emphat-
ically, I could not see how it was po-sible war was to be
aveited.”

But 1 may be permitied to ask the honorab'e Scnator if

ed, how happened it that my remark filled him with “alarm
and dismav 7 I thought there was danger of war, and so It
appears did he.  And his estimate of the danger was higher
than mine ;3 for T thouzht that amonz other means of aveid-
ing it, in<tant and adequate preparations might exhibit such
powers of offence and defence, and such a spisit in the coun-
try, that Eogland might pause before she would drive us to
the last alternative of injured nations.  And therefore was [
o anxious for an immediate and decicive mani‘estation upon
this subjeet. But we have all sulfered these resolutions to
sleep, 35 | remnrked the other day. if not the sleep of death,
a slumber slmost as quiet; and though they were a little
startled by the President’s message, still, before their full re-
suscilation into life, it may bLe necessary that that same
solemn warning should penetrate these maible halis, which
has said to the other improvident nations—awake ! the ene-
my is upon you. If, then, both the Senator and myself were
apprehensive of war, and he thought it could not be averted,
the “dismay and alarin® which my remarks occasioned did
aot result from any difference of views upon that subject,
And, as these remarks had but two objects—one to show the
danger we were in, and the other to guard again<t it—jt
would seem to be the latter at which the honorable Senator
took exeeption ; and it is cetlainly a cavse of mortification
that [ managed mv subject so awkwardly as to convert my
propositions for defence into a matter of alarm and dismay.

Since then, however, sir, anuther note of warning has
teached us from the eastein hemisphere, and we not only
know that England is arming, but the sovereizn hersell has
announced the fwet in the most imposing mauner, and has
called upon Parliament to extend these armaments still fur-
ther. And we now exhibit to the wor'd theextranidinary
spectacle of a nation in a state of perfect tranquillity—I
might rather say of apathy, almost—without an army, with-
out a mititin—for our militia is unfortunately nearly disor-
ganized—with unfini-hed and unfurnished defences, with an
inadeguate supply of the maferiel of war, wilh 2 navy eal-
culated only for a s'ate of pesace, with thiee thousand six
hundred miles of seaconst on the Atlantie, and one thousand
thiee hurdred miles on the Pacific, and fuwr thousand one
handied miles of inteiior frontier from Eastport to the line
where 54 deg. 40 min, sirikes the ocean, and two thousand
four hundred miles of interior fiontier from the southwest-
ern eorner of Orezon 1o the Rio del Norte—makiog 2 boun-
dary of eleven thousand four hundied miles, agreeably to the
ealeulation T have procmied from the librarian, and penetra-
ble in all directions. While, al the same lime, we are in-
volved in a greal controversy with the mest formidable na-
tton—furmidable in the means of injuring us—upon the face
of the globe, which is buckling on its armor, and (elling the
world, through its sovereign, that it will maintain its oter-
ests and its honur—which, being trauslated into plain Ameri-
can, means that it will hold on to iis claims,

Mr President, a great deal has been s.id, hoth hore an
elsewhere, 1especting the probability of war—whether it
will result from the present eondition of the two nations,
Some gentlemen think this is a legitimate subjectof inguisy,
arising out of the principal question—that of the notice—
directly before us ; while others think we should decide the
;luegfi-m on ils own melili, l:-avin-,: onl ﬂf view the conase-
gquences to which it may lead. Cerlainly, a question of
terzitorial right should be judzed and determined nakedly,
and unembarrassed by other considerations, We owe that
to our own honor, Still, it becomes prudent men, especially
piudent statesmen, when taking an important step, to look
to its resulis, Neither national nor individaal acts are nsg-
lated—one mrasure leads to another. It seems 0 me il s
not only our right, but our duty, as the representatives of the
States, to inquire where this measvre will conduct vs. If
1o a stable pesce, so much 1he better, If to war, let us
contemplate its prospects and its dangers, and let us prepase
for ils cousequences, DBut, at any rate, lel us commune to-
gether, and not blindly rush into the future, rather driven
by our instinets than guided by our reason,

Our first ohject is o preserve our righis; our next lo do
that peacefully. While we all hope that war will be avert-
ed, that hope will never be strengthened by underrating tha
capacity of either nation to defend itsolf, or to injure itx
opponent. For my own part 1 see no want of patriotism in
stating plainly and frankly the means of annoyance that
England possesses; and I think the eourse of my honorable
friend from Delaware upen that subject was equally patriotie
and judicious, ‘There is said to be a bird in the desert which
hides it« kead in the eand, and then thioks it iz safe fiom
danger, because it cannut see il. Let us vol imitate this
folly. Let us look directly al what we must encounter, if
we ate forced to war, ahd then let us behave like reasonable
men, and make reasonable preparation (o meet it.

I see it said in a late London Herald that we cannot carry
on war because we cannot procure the means to meet the
necessary expenditures. The same assertion has been made
in some of our own jHurnals, and even by hizher suthority,
The Senator from South Carolina has referred in this connex-
ion 1o a vererable man, for whom, and for whose patriotie
services, ] have great and sincere respect, who has awakened
from a political slumber of almost a quarter of a ceptury,
snd presents himself to his conntiymen with elaborate sta-
tististical tables, shuwing the pecuniary cost of war, and the
burdens it brings with it. All this is unoecessary. Itis
taught in the very horn-book of mnational expenditures,
Ours is not a question of the cost of war, but of its pecessity.
That same eminent man, the sorvivor of the cabinets of
Mr. Jefferson and of Mr. Madison, was understood, in 1812,to
entertain a similar repugnance against commilting the desti-
.nies of his country to war which be now exhibits, and to
foreshadow similar difficulties, 1 do not kuow if the fact
be so. I can repent only the rumors of that day. It was
then asserted and believed that some report o1 document
from the Sceretary of the Treasury was intended to dompen
the national ardor, by an imposing array of the contributions
it would be necessary to levy upon the country, in the event
of war, and thus to prevent i's occurrence. But the efft,
if made was useless then, and it will be useless now. The
war went on, because it could not be avoided without o
sacrifice of the national rights and honor, and il came 1o a
glorious conelusion. It pushed us forward in all the elements
of advancement; and as we did then so shall we do now,
If a war is forced upon ue, we shall meet its dangers and its
responsibilities. No amay of figures will stop the people in
their patriotic course. You might as well attempt to stop
the surges of the ocean beating upon the sea-coast by marks
in the sand, which the first wave sweeps away,und then
passes on.

As to thispotion that 3 w.e'unot be maintained without
cash enough in the possession of the goverament to carry i
on, or the means of ing it at suy time by loans, the
two successfal exper ts we have made havg demonsirated
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) wotice, for

its fullacy. 1 do uot stop to out the peculidrities in
our condition -m".&’mﬁnwﬁm fiom

war, in his opinion, was thus imminent, and not to be avet- |

Give him that, ard he  mnsi do what a proud nation does with reluctiance, relrace |dable coalition, st the head of which Eanglind pliced herself,

|and io maiutain which she poured out ber blood as frcely as
her tieasure. Dut the resuit proved the folly and the fallacy

of all this, notwithstanding the depreciation of the Fieuch
pape:,and the diflicultios conseguent wpon it. What was

' the progress and the resolt of this effaort to prevent a people |

ifmm changing and re-organiziog their government is wrillen
| wpon the pages ol aquasier ef s century of war, and still more
plainly upon the oppres<ed iaxation of England, which now
lceigha npon her present condition, like sn incubus, and
overshadows her fuo'wre with daik clouds of adversity.

I now propose to subiril some observations upon the re-
{marks presented fo the Senate a few days since, by the
| distinguished Senator from Soulh Cawelina.  The originality
tof his views, and the force of the illusttatious with which
[ they were supported, give them great consideration ; and as

it seems to me that in some important particulars, their tea-
| dency is erronecus, | desiie 1o commuunicate Lthe impression
they made upen me.

| While I shall do this, wi'h the freedom which a sincere
{search after truth jJustifies, | shull do it With the respect that
the-eminent services and high character of the Senatur justi=-

{fy,and that an anintertopted friesd-hip of thity years,|

which has been to me a soutce of great gratificalion, natu-
rally in«pires,
|  The Senator states that when this propasition for nofice
(1o traminate the juint occupaney of Orcgon was first <ub-
milted for consideration, he was oppased to it But that
now he is in favor of it in some modified form ; the form, |
believe, it assumes in the resolution of the Seaator from
i;q-ru__'_il.
| Thal his motives of action were the same in bath eases—
a desire to pre<eive the prace of the two countries ;3 that in
the former part of the session he thought the nice would
fead th war and theiefore he opposed 1ty that he thinks now
it wouald lead to peace, and therefore he favogs jt.
Cectzinly, Mr. President, this is consistent groand for any
man to occupy.

a

A change of action on qaestions of expe-
dieney, where circumstances have changed, i« a dictate of
trwe wisdom. He who boasts he has never changed, boasts
in fact, that the lessons o expeticnee have been Jost upon
him 3 and that b2 grows older without growing wiser. But
befare a changes tikes place in our approbation or
nation of a greal guestion of national policy the reasons
which dictate it should be carelully considered and clearly
established.

ilas this boen dans by the Senatar from South Caralina ?
I think mot. _He assumes the verv fact upon which his
whole argument rests,  Lie assumes that 2 zreat change has
taken place both in this country and in England. in publie
opinion upon this sabject, whi'h will nee ssarily lead to a
comptomise, and thas to an amicable de'!:“’ﬂt‘ﬂ! of this
seriond and long-pending eonirnversy,

Of the faet itself, thas alieszed, the Senator furnishes no
proafl. Indeed, he attempts to furnish none. He mercly
saye: “ Toere is one p int in which we must all be agieed,
that a great change has tiken place since the commencement
fisecussion in relation to nolice, in its bearings upsn
the question of peace or war.,™ * Public opinion has had
time to develop itsell, not only on this, but on the other
side of the Atlantic, and that opinion hi¢ pronounced most
andibly and elearly e favor of compromize. ™

of this ¢

4 A« things now stand, 1 no longer regand it as a question |

whelher the country shall be pacifizally arranged or not,
nor even in wha! manoer it shall be armanzed.
acrangement now simply a guestion of time,” &e.

Mre. Pee<ident, 1 eannot partake this eonlidence. The
sins of the times are any thing bat ampim s to me. It
witl be perceived that the annuneiationr thuas eortainly made
of the peaceful termination of this matier, rests upon the
ehange in public epinion and upsa the conviction that buth
goverumenis are ready to enmpromise, and both prepared 1o
come 10 the samne line ; so much so, indeed, that the Senalos

| ad?®s, * he frusts that in coacluding it there will be no un-
necessary delay.”

In all this, sii, I am under the impression there is a great
misapprebension.  As o the uaiversality of the proposition,
that all are agreed as to this change, 1 know there is an
errer. For myself, my conviclion |5 as slrong az human
conviction ean be, not only that the change thus indicated
has not taken place, bot that a great change has becn going
on in 2 contiary directivn. 1 believe that the opposition to a
compromise upon the paralle! of 40 deg , has increas<ed, is
increasing, and will go on to increa<e ; and that both here
and in England, public epivion is less aud less confident in
an amicable zettiement of this dispute. 1 shall not purige
thi= matter into its details.

here by letters, by newspapers, by the declarations of conven-
tions, or by the resolutions of lezislative bodies, i decisive and
indisputable. And in proof of thas, look at the passage of
the resolutions in the Hovse of Representaiives by a majority
almost unkunown in a fiee country upon a great question like
this, and invalving such momenious conseguences ; and this,
too. when the Senatos says he thought their passage would
lead to war. And what say the advices from England ?
They speak a languaze as positive as i1 is minatory. What
says the * Staudard * of Maich 34, the great tory organ ? |
will tell you; * Bul will the American Congress confirm
the insolent asd unwarrantable tone adopted by thic bragsa-
dotio 7 &2, And the person thus denominated by these
models of all that is decorous, so often recommended to us
for ourstudy, is the President of this great republie. “ And
dreadful as i< the alternative. it will be with the utmost
ditficuity that any Hritish mini ter ecan escape fiom it with
honor.” The last Loodon Times [ have seen, says : * The
joint navigaton of the Columbia—the right of harbors on the
seacoast, and the right of traffic for the Hudson Bay Company
on one bavk of the river, are, we think, demands neither
unjust ner extravagant.” The London Gazette of Maich
34 says: © The news from the United Stales justifies the fears
we have repeatedly exrpressed of the determined spirit of hos-

tility which pervades @ powerful par'y in the Uniled S’ales.” |

The London Sun, a neutral paper, say<: * The news [rom
this country has produced a strung feeling of indignation
among our commercial circles; and those who have all along
opposed the expediency of war, on account of mereantile
connexions, now openly claim a vindication of the honor of
the country at the hinds of the Executive.”™ *“ The feeling
every where is, that England, having shown as much for-
bearance as is compatible with her station in the =cale of
pations, is now called upon to treat the procerdings of the
American legislators with the contempt they deserve.” The
Liverpool Coun jer of March 4th say«<: “ The consoquences
to which it moay lead (the refasal o arbitrate) may be most
calamitous,
to blame, if war ensaes; for FEagiand has done all jia her
power 1o bring matiers to a satisfactory and peaceful is-ue

the last packet biousht usg
there which renders a cumpiomise cestain, and a question
only of time,

The honoable Senztor has referred, in this connexion to
the declaration of Sic Robert Peel, made some time since in
the British House of Commons, that he regreited their min-
ister had not transmitted to bis government the pioposition
of a comptomise upon the parallel of 49 deg ; that il not
satisfactwry, 11 mizht have been mmade the ba-is of a modilicd
offer. 1am not inctined to diaw as favorable a conclusion,
however, as the honorable Senator, from this incidental re-
mark made, nat to us, bul 1a the course of a patlismentay
discussion. In fact, it is 50 eautionsly expressed, as to Jead
tono useful deduction tespecting his real views, Itisa
meic barren remark. [Hal the premier intended it should
preduce auy piractical consegquences, e wuuld have commu-
nicated to vur governmont the views of the Biitish cabinet,
and would have sccepted the offer, or retumed it with the
proposed modificalion. But! we hear nothing of this disip-
probation ; no, not disapprobation, but of solt vegret at the
hasty decision of the Bitish minister here, till «ix months
alter it touk place, snd then we Jean it in the public debates
and that is the lastof it. It is to me a curious chapter o
the history of Britih diplomaey, that & misidter would ven-
ture to tike the grave responsibility of rejeeting such a
proposition, without referring it to his goverument; and he
is not even censvred forit. If he had boen reralled, or a

suecessor sent out, with instruetions (o accept the propositions |
made by our govervment for a compromise, we should then |

\ have had a proof of sinceyity better thun a barien derlara-
| tion, and which might have led 1o a better state of feeliog.

'I The Senator from South Carolina has enlered at some
length into a defence of his views respecting the acquisition
|0f (hyegon, by what is called the piocess of masteily inac-

[tivity. And if he has not made converts to his opinion, he

| has gained many admirers of his talents by his mastedy
vindication of it.

Certainly, sir, it Is often the part ¢f true wisdom in this
world to stand still—te wait for time and circumslances.
| Thete isa great ceal of wisd'm in old proverbs, and one
{ of them says, * Let well enough alone.” ‘Time has wiought
| many wondess fur our country, and is destined to work many
more. The practical difficully is to determine when jnsction
should cease and action commence, aud how the eperations
of time can be beat aided by enterprise and industry. The
hovorable Senator says that circumstances have got ahead of
his system, and that he adverts to the subject, not to apply
it, but 10 defend it. 1t seems to me, sis, it never could bave
produced the results the Scnator snticipated, and produced
them peacelully.

Here was an open questisn which, for slmost forty years
had occupied the atienting of the twe countries, which had
been kept at arm’s Jength by an improvident airangement,
instead of being grappled with and adjusted, as it could have
been, and should have been, lomg agoe, and which had =t
length increased to a fearful maguitude 5 and, what is still
moie, had begun to enlist passions, and feelings, and inter-
ests, that thieatened 1o take the controver:y from the pen,
and to commit it 1o the sword. The claims of two great
countries to a distant territory were unsetiled, and in a con-
dition unprecedented in the history of national jutercouvrse.
Eich with a right lo oceupy the whole of the territory, but
each liatle to have this right defested by the previous action
of the other party. Kach holding a remote possession, be-
gioving to fill wp by emigration with their respective citizens
and sobjects, baidy, enterprising, and somewhat pugnacious,
intermingled upon the same soil, seizing it as they could,
and bolding it as they mi ‘i:'"hm any of those improve-
menis which require for their cieation and suppoit the juint
sud legal seiien of a community, snd wholly iiresponsible
for their sels towards oue another, except thiough the medi-
um of 11ibunals belonging to the pany cluiming allegiance
over tha aggressor, avd possessing no
comploinant.  The end of all this may be
ihe gift of second sight. Collisions musi be inevitable. The
only wonder is, they bave not alivady oceurred. And the

condem- |

I regaid the |

I will merely remasrk that the |
evidencss of public opinion which reach us, whether boine |

- " |
But the Amerieans will ouly have themselves

|

pathy with the
q.:wuus without

Girst gun that is fired upon the Columbia will send its echoes
to the Potomac and the Thames. And think you that the
matier will be coolly examined, dispassionately discussed,
and amicably asranged 7 Nao, sir5 each nation will believe
its own story, and both will be ready 1o arm, and assest its
honor, and defend its citizens. Al history is full of these
meidents ; and the peace of two great nations is now held by
the slightest tenure, dependent upua passivas and interesis
to be called into ficree action upon the shores that lock out
upoti China and Japen, We aie told that Time is the great
physician who might have cured this disordered state of our
political affairs. I am a firm believer in the silent and
ceaseless operations of that mighty agent. But this case
was beyood its power. If, indeed, ime would stand still for
oue of the parties, and move only for the other—stand still
for England, and move on for us—our state of progress
would sion pour through the passes of the Rocky Mountains
a host of emizrants who would spread over all the hills and
valleys from the summit of that great basmties to that other
barrier, the ocean itself, which says to the advancifig settle-
ments, Cume no farther. But npeither time nor Englund
would stand still. Her governmeut is sagacious, alive to her
interests, and ready to maintain them. She Knows the value
of the country as well as we 4o, and appreciates it perhaps
higher. No one can read the speeches in the House of
Commons on the 4th of April last, without being sensible
that the subject, in all its exient, has cecupied the attention
of the Butsh government, and that the country itseifl will
| ocenpy its fostering care. Think you that that government
| would have continsed to ree band after band of our citizens
| leaving our fiontier settlemcents, lost to human observation

almost for months while passing through the deseit with its |

toils, iis privations, and its dangers, and finally emerging into
{ the land of promise, to seize it and to hold it, snd would
have looked calmly on, seceding as we advanced, retrvating
to the hill as we Jescended into the valley,and finally yield-
ing us quiel possession of this lunz disputed territory 7 He
who does not believe all this must believe that lime

would not have peacefully adjusted this controversy for us. |

But, besides, this process of adjusiment does nol assume that
our right t» exelude the Beitish from the country wiil be
| incrensed by settlement. It may add strength to our power,
bul none taour title. It does not presuppuse that war is to
be averted, bul only postpwed, The rights of England at
the cod of any < ven perisd will be precisely what they now
are; and unliss she should voluotarily efivguish them, a
conflict would be inevitable. It seem- to me very clear, that
ii she woald ever be disposed to abandon the countiy, she
would do it now, when the disparity of foice there is not
| such as 1o cast the repreach of timidity upon her eounsels,
and when the number of her subjects is not such as to rendes
difficult a satisfactory armanzement for them.

Mr. President, the Senator from South Carolina has held
up o our view a sombie pictuie of the calamities which a
war with Enzland would biing spon the United Stales—too
sombie, sir, if 1T am not viterly ignorant of the history and
cabdition of mv cvantry, and of the energy and spirit of my
countrymen. [ shall not examioe it festure by feature ; but
there are certain portions I desue to presant to the Senate.

What prabable ciicumstances conld require this couniry to
keep up a military and paval force of two hundied thogzand
men for ten years—the land portion of it divided into seven
great armies—1 confesx my wutier jmabiliry 1o conjecture.
Why the honorable Senator fixes upon that pesivd for the
duiation of the war, I know not. It 1 so whelly conjectui-
al as to clude the sppiication of any pranciple to it.  Long
before i's expiration, if we are mot niterlv unworthy of ou
name and our Lir hright, we should sweep the Biiti-h powet
from the continent of North America, and the remainder of
the time must be vecupied by predstiry incuisione upon the
coast and by bostilities upon the orean.
asters which thissiz'e of things brings with it would requiie
but 3 small portion of the force con<idrred vecessary by the
Senalor. As to Mexieco, I hope we shall bear much (rom hes
We owe that to our own strength and 1o her weakness ;
our own position, not less than o the situation of her gov-
ernment and to the guasi civil war, which seeras to be Ihe
cusse of her condition. But should we be diiven to put forth
| cur strenzth, peace would ensue, and sperdily ; but it would
be a peace dictated in her capital, and placiug her political
destiny at our disposition,

And besides, daring the progress of such a war, to which
the hevorable gentleman alludes, who can tell the sphere of
its ppetrations, and what nations wou'ld become parties to it ?
How soon would the great maritime questions of our day
present themselves for solution 7 How long would it be be-
fure England would revive and enforce those bellizeient pre-
tensions which drove us to war when we were neutral, und
which would drive other nations lo war occupying the same
position 7 How long before the violstion of her flag would
arcuse the public fecling of France, and compel her govern-
| ment o viodicate its bonor 7 And who can tell what war of
'p:i-u-i-,v'-._w and opinionz would come 1o add jts excitement
and passions to the wusual stiugzles of contending nativns ?

The dangers or dise

The woild is, indeed, 1n comparetive repose ; but there are |

causes in operation which, il quickened inty action by pe-
euliar circumstances, might shake the institations of Europe
to their very foundations
land and the United States for ten years, or for half of that
time, utterly impossihle, without bringing into ecllision the
great questions ef our day—the right to govern and the duty
{ 1o submit—and into fierce action the intere<ts and prssions
| which such a strugzle would excite—a struggie that must
come, but which such a war woull accelerate.

In order that 1 may remove even the possibility of misin-
terpreting the senliments of the Senator. | will read an ex-
traet or two from his speech, After alluding to the material
horrors of war, and doing jostice to the courage of hi< coun-
trymen, he adds, that a war between us and Gieal Britain,
such as has been desciibed, “in which every nerve and mus-
ele would be striined to the utmost, and every dollar put in

requisi'ion which could be commanded, could not fail under
present cireumstances to work most disastrous, and | fear in-
curahle ehanges in the social condition of our people, and in
their po'itieal institutions.” He then adverts to the couse-
quences of such a war, drawing afler it a Mexican war and
an Indian war. He thinkes we should need two fleets, six or
| seven armies, one hundred million of dollars annually, and a
propurtionate system of taxation. He then conlinues, aiter
showing the destruction of the Stale governments, and the
consolidation of all power in the ceniral authority, and that
our very success woeuld engender a spint incousistent with
the genius of our government. “It would then be a straight
and downward road which leads to where so many fiee
States have terminaled their ecareer—a military despotism.
In the mean time we should have to provide for three or four
successful generals, who would s0oon be competing for the
presidency, and before the generation which would have
wazed the war would have passed away, they might possi-
bly wilne=s a contest betwern hostile generals for that su-
[ preme office—a contest between him who might cosguer
Mexico and him who might conquer Canada, termivated by
the swoud.™

But permit me to azk the Senator from South Carolina if
|nll this were so, if his anticipations were cerlain, in<tead of
| being purely gratuitous, ought the assurance of these events
| to come from him, from such a high suthority, in so high a
{place 7 In the Sevae of the United States, and from one
who has filled some of the most important offices in our gove
ernment, whose services, and talents, and chaiacter, give him
|=_'rrat consideration with his countrymen, who possesses a
| Eurorean fame. and whose opinions are qu ed at this mo-
ment in Loudon and Paris as indicatins of our poticy, and of
| the final result of this controversy ? 1Is it well thus to an-

* | nounce to the world our incapacity to defend ourselves ?
Nuch are the evidences of publie opinion in Enzland, which |
and of the favorable chanze |

For that is in fact the resalt. A government dissalved, or
rather chianzed to 2 despotism, 3 country ruined, and event-
"wally its frazments a prey o the smbitions generals, as the

emppe of Alexander was partitioned among his llentenants ! |

| War, then. brcomes not 2 measure of safety, but a siznal of de-
«truction 10 the Amesican peopnle. We ai1e poawerless to de-
fend ourvelves. If we sre struck wp«n one cheek, we must
turn the other ; not in a spitit of Christian chaiity, but ia
the deapair of helplessness. We are bound together by a
inir weather government, incapable of nding oot the starms
{of foreign aggiession. Submission muast be our refloge, for
beyond submission is destroction.  We shall exhibit the ex-
| traordinary speciacle of a great people, great in the elements
of power and prospeiity, saying to the woild, in effoct, we
eanvot contend with Englind. We aie at her meicy, for
| even success would ruin us,

Now, sir, this is not =0, There is not one man, within the
sound ¢f my voice, whose heart does not tell bim, such has
not been your pist—such will not be your future. The
honorable Senator in looking at the real ealamities of war,
which I seck neither to cenceal nor to deny, has sullered
himsell to oveirate themn, They have struck bim moare for-
cibly than they should do. The experiment of two wars
with Englind, inta which we entered, and liom which we
issned glordously, puts the stamp of cror on 1hese sad fore-
bodings. How they pushed us forward, in character and po-
gition among the patwons of the earth, | peed not tell; nor
nerd [ say that the march of this country s all that eonsti.
tutes the power and happiness of a people, is a practical

tiens, snd but temporary checks upon our prosperity. The
honorable Sepator has appeated to his past histoy in proof,
that in presenting these vi- ws, he acted from wo womanly
fear for himself, and that if war comes, he woald be the last
to flinch.  No, Mr. President, no one in this bpation doubls
that his course would be fiym and patiiotic, should war be
forced upon us, But he will peimil ipe also o appeal; Lo
appeal from the Senator of 1845 to the Represeutative of
1512, He is the Ultimus Romanorum—ihe last of the Ro-
mans. The sole survivor among us of a generation of stales-
men, who have passed from the legislative seivice of their
country.

The last of th e actore, not of the signers, who gave (o the world
our second declaration of imlependence, scarcely inferior In its
causes and consequences Lo Uhe Oest. He came here young, un-
known to his country. He left these halls with a maturity of fane
which rarely talls 1o ihe [0t of any statesman. | wos then upon the
frontier, and well do | resember with what simining eyes and beal-
ing hearts we turned towards the Capivol to know i the honor and
Inte rests of our coitttry would be asserted and malnlained. were
then two men bhere upon whom, more (haa upon any others, perlmps
uiore than upoa all o hers, devolved the task of advocating the war, and
of earrying through the inéasures of the administration. And nobly
did they perform their dutly. They were the honorahle seastor from
South Carolins. and a retived statesmnn. Mre. Clay, trom whom,
thomgh it lms been my fortane to differ in the pany contests that
| divide us, yet it has always been my pride (o do justice to his eminent
| gualithes, and to kis high services to his conntey, and especially to his
services during our s« contest with England. They wer= the
leaders of that great legisintive war, wha, like the llomeric heroes,
threw thenreeives into the middle of (he fight, and fought the baitles
of their party and of their country with equal tslents, firmness, and
success.

As tothe evils of war_ he of us is blind to nll hlatorical experience
who does not see them, nnd unfalthful to his position who does not
acknowledze them. There Is no such representative of the States
h=re. We all ascsnowledge Lhe evils of war, both moral and msterial,
We differ ns to thelr degree, and as to the power of thils couniry 1o
endure and to inflict them, While the condition of England presents

is

character, |
virtues, | s sensibly aiive to the ncts of injustice

she has N feeling is deposited at my heart's core.  But [
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1 consider a war between Eng-|

prouf, that those conflicts left vo wounds upon our institu= |

not
rowers of anioyance and defence
been suificiently dobe already. Dut  will express my decided con-
viction, that ilese tabular statemenis
her condition.  Ofd vessels, old guns
of hmif a centary of war,am 3
and go to Fwell the generl aggrees
Besides, she has peculiar drawbacis Lo the everion of
The seeds of danger ave sown in the mowt province of her
_bn-m omp e, and may at any time start ap inlo an
of ruln and disaster. The dragon’s teeth may become armed men.
She has possessions round the waorld o retain,
a discontented panulation to restrain.
dation of ber prospesity and greatness, is scattered over all the baye,
:ﬂ !:k-;.:, 1::1:! guifs, nnd “'5 ihe world | and he who knows the
ng characler and entesprice of our pesple, knows that vur pablic
and private anmed vessols would 2lmost sweep il trom existence. But
I ehall 6ot pursue this investigation farther.  While | bolweve she will
£ o war wiih us, if she cannol escape from it withoul whoily sacri-

Eive

A few words a# 1o the condition ol her finances, and ber means of
carrying ona war. It lssuid to be the last foather that hroaks the
camel’s back. That the time will come when the artiicial and
pressive fiscal system of Logland must break down, and, like z
strong man of Ismel, involve ber existing institutions in the fall, is s
certnin as any future political event can be. But that time has not
come,and he must be » bolder and a wiser man than | am, W ﬂuj::
| when it will come. Ehe has the same means now 0 meet her war
expenditires which she has long had. The power of drawin upen
the future for the exigencies of Lhe prese ‘nt. lenving the geresat o
| comre to pay the debi, of 1o cast it off, like 3 burden too o he
| hurme. AL this very moment she is making an eiperiment which will
be almost 8 revolution. A wise experiment as | believe ; but stil) &
tearful one, fur an old society, whose habits are fixed, and which ac-
commodates itsell with ditliculty, even 1o grad ual changes.

As to the points of coutrast between out condition and that of Eng .
land, they are before the world, and for the purposes of peace or
war, we need not fear the most searching examination.

 Vinppen whnt nay, we cxn nelther be overmun nor conguered.
Engiaind migit as well attemd to blow up the rock of Gibmitay with
a squib, s o attempl to subdue w3, | sappose an Englishman even
never inks of that, acd I do pnot koow st | can exhibit in Hronges
lerme its jmpossibi ity

I migit easily smuead befive the Senste our capacity to anmoy a
norithive sdversiry, and to sweep the British flag from this pant of
the continent. But | forbenr. W hat we have twice done in the dave
ol our compamtive weal ness, we can repeat and fiur exered In these
days of our strength.  While, therefore, | do mof coneenl froen mysell
thet a war with Encland would tempomrily check our progress. and
| lead nany evils in s train, still [ have no lear of the issse, and have
‘I an abiding contldence that we should come out of B, it indeed un-

fanmed, bt with ali the elements of our prosperity safe, and with
wany a glorions achievement written on Lhe pages of onr b
It paius me, sir, to henr allusions to the destrction of this govern-
| ment, and to the dissolution of this con'eder wey. It pains e, ol
| betnuse they inspire me with any fear, bt beonuse we mrght to have
ane unpronounceshile word, as the Jews hed of old, and that woed in
| disselution. We should reject the teeling from our henrts, and its
||| ume frot our wngues. This ay of we, we. 1 Jerusalem, grates
barshly upon my eass. Our Jerusslem is neither beleagured nor in
danger, It 15 yet the chty npon & hidl, glorious in what W b, sl
mate gorions, by the hirssing of God, o what it is to he—a andmark
lnviting the nathons of the world, strugel ing apen the slormy ocean
| of pulitical oppression, to fol low us to a haven of safirty and of rahonal
| Hiberiy. No English Titas will enter our temple of Deedom, thermgty
a breach in 1he itlements, to besr thence tie ark of our cwnstitelion
and the ook of curluw, to ke their sations in a8 Wivmpha! poces-
sion o the sireet= of @ modern Rome, as Lrophies of conquest, and
priaife of salanesion,

Many a mven has croaked in my day, but the sugory kas failed,
and the republic bas marched onward. Many a erisis bas prese led
iteell tn e imaginalions of our political Cassandras, bul we have
still increased in political prosperity, ae we | ave incrensed in vears,
anid that, too, with an acosterated prmgress unkoown in the history of
the world., We have a class of men svhiose eves are tiways wpon Lhe
fatare, overloeking the hlessings arcund us, and forever anprefwnsive
of some great political evil which is to arrest onr course somewhere or
other on this side of the milleniam. To them, we are the image of
godd, and stiver, aud benss, and chy . contranety in anty, which the
first mde bow of misfortine 15 to strike from ite pedestal,

For mv own part, | consider this the strongest government on the
face of the earth for good, nnd the weskest forevil. Strog, becinse
=apporied by the pulldic oploion of a people infrrior 1o nove of the
communities of the earth in all that cons itutes morsl woeth and
usefnl knowiedge, and who bave breathed into their political syvelem
the breath of life ; and who weild destroy it, as they crested it if &t
were unworthy of them, or falled to fulll! their jud espectatinas,

And wenk for evil froam this very con=ideration, which wouk! make
its fillies and Its Foolts the sieond for its overthrow, It §s the only
government in existence which no revolution can subvert. It oy
be changed, but it provides for ite own change when the public wiif
tequires.  lots, aod insurrections, and the warious struggles hy
wlhich an nppressed  pogulation manifests its sufferings and seeks the
recovery of its rights, have no place here. We have nothing to fear
but ourselves,

Aud the senator from South Carolina will permit me to remark,
that the apprehension he expresses. thnt & war may bring forwasd
| mititary chisfinins, who would ultimatel y establish their own power

upon ke r<ins of heir countn’s frecdom, is. in my opinton, if mot
{ the last of all the evils, one of the very last, which the republic hasio
fear. [ will not stop 1o point cat the circnms ances of our position chsy-
| mcter, and institntions Which reader a military despotism impomsibie in
this ecouatry. They are wiitten in burning characters ot apon the
will, but noon the heart of every A merican ; and they need no seer o
expotind Them. Our safety is otir unlon, sur only fear dsunion. In
the moral government of 1he world. natiomal offences are punished
by national calamites. It way be that we may forsike the God of
our fathers, and seek afler strange pocds. I we do, and are strock
Fwith judicin] Tiodness, we sha'l bt add ansther to the loug lst of
nations unworthy of the blessings noguired for them 'y peeceding
| generations, and incapable of waistaining them ; but none a8 signaily
S0 A5 we.

Mesars Hanneran, Cass and Allen, in the Senate
of the United States, are an honor to their constitu-
 ents, to the Democracy and the country. Who is
| there that has read Mr. Hannegan's great and patri-
| otic speech, whose besom does not thrill with emo-
tion on hearine his name. If we had o/l such men
as the above named, there would be but little said of
our love or fear of Great Britian. The only question
| 1o be discussed would be ““are we right.” This ques-
| tion has been setiled. Probably not one man in five
| hundred but what says unhesitatingly, *our right to
Oregon is clear and unquestionable. ” This being the
case we are for maintaining that right, let it cost
what it may. The gentlemen above named have
nobly defended the people’s rights—stood by them—
with them and for them—in retorn for which; whether
| they are successful or not, they will receive a pation’s
gratitude.— Vermont Spirit of the Age.
l, With Vancouver's Island, England will command
the staits of Juan de Fuca,and in time of war, can
' blockade our navy in Puget’s Sound, as completely
{as she could blockade New York Harbor by having
| Long Island. We can have no other naval station
{upon the whole coast, and of course she will sweep
us from the Pacific ocean, or blokade us in Puget’s
' Sound, while she would ravage the coast south. This
| is s0 obvious that safety and self defence demand that
|any treaty ceding any or all of Vancouver's Island,
' should be rejected.— Missourian.

Hexey Cray XoMINATED oxcE MoRE—evY Josern
L. Wurre.—The Whigs of New York held a jolli-
fication at Niblo's Garden, last week, to celebrate the
| birth day of Mr. Clay. Joseph L. White, a character

pretty well known in this region of country two or
 three years ago, presided and made the speech of the
jevening. During this speech he took oceasion to
re-nominate Henry Clay for the Presidential contest
of 1848, Horace Greely rather cohjected to this.
He said he admired Mr. Clay’s taleuts, his services
and all that sort of thing, but did not believe ke
ceonld eome it.  For his own part, Greely said ke had
small share of President making in 1840, and
was perfectly satisfied with bis experiment—he would
linve nothing more 1o do with the selection of a can-
didate.— Louisvulle Democrat.

Iome

| PusisuvMesT oF Deara.—It iz ascertained that

those countries where the population are generally
characterised by a readiuess o resort to violence, are
the very countrics where the example of capital pun-
ishment is most frequently set forth. Thus in Spain,
‘*that wretched land where assassinations abound in
| the streets, on the mountain sides, on the high roads,
in the coltages, and in the palace itselll” there were
from 1332 1o 1837, yearly executions in the proportion
of one to every 122,000 inhabitants. The propor-
tion in Sweden being one in 172,000; in Ireland, one
in 200,000 ; in Engand, ose in 250.000; in Baden,
one in 400,000; in France, one in 470.000; in Nor-
way, oue in700,000; in Austria, one in 840,000; in
Prussia, one in 1,700,000; in Bavaria, one in 2,000,
U00; and in Belgium, since 1530, not one. — Popular

Record,

A Baxger CaseEp.—~The Coshocton Democrat gives
an account of an occurrence in that town last week,
i which Henry Smith, of the firm of J. O. & H.
Smith, of ‘red-doz’ notoriety, seems to have been

the most conspicuous actor. Mr. 8. having visited
Coshocton to collect some of his dues, several of the
citizens were reminded of a few * promises to pay,’
bearing the signature of the Smith firm. . A citizen
accordingly took legal measures to secure the pay-
ment of * red-dog’ cur-rency to the amount of eighteen
dollars. Judgment being rendered agninst Suuth, he
endeavored to take an appeal, but being vonble to
give bail, he deposited the amount of the judgment,
and was discharged. But his troubles were not yet
at an ead. The gentleman indebted to Smith, and to
effect a settlement with whom he had gone to Coshoc-
ton, having on band 700 dollars in *rod-dog," pre-
sented 300 dollars, and asked for credit to that amount,
to which Smith consented. The other then presented
the remaining 400 dollars, asking eredit for that also,
which Smith refused. He was then arrested by the
sheriff, and *deposited’ in jail—*sa’e, i not *sol-
rent.' He continued in jail until Saturday night;
but wishing to take advantage of the Sabbath 1o make
his exit, he declared his willingness 1o allow the full
amount as a credit upon the obligation, whereupon he
' was discharged.

The Democrat decidedly approves of this plan of

raising *red-dog’ to * par,” and advises those similarly

siluated, to go and do likewise.—Ohio Stalesman,
Dfl

Gexmwans Hymuxs.—The gunbot; and odes
extant isgreater than that in any other langZuage, and

is said to be not less than 80 thousand. A very suc-
cessful attempt has lately been made by Rev. Dr.

| Mills, of the Auburn seminary, to render someof the
| best G

upon the
ey But !

erman hymns or odes in Englizh retaining the

measure, accent, and double rhymes of the

man. There are in this volume sixty-three vari-
eties of measure.




